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INTRODUCTION TO THE DEPARTMENT 


Many of the institutions, mores and values of modern societies 
are grounded in religious traditions of the world. Through 
religions, humans have variously attempted to connect their life 
patterns with some ultimate view of reality. To understand 
diverse cultures of the world, it is important to try to 
comprehend the religious traditions which inform them. 


The Department of Religion offers a variety of courses in the 
areas of the world religions, ethical issues and religions and 
cultures. We offer introductory courses in World Religions, the 
History of Judaism and Understanding Religion. We also have 
courses that focus on particular religious traditions (Modern 
Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism) and on 
particular topics (Religion and Art in China and Japan, Major 
Psychological Theories of Religion, Religion and Healing, Women 
and Religion). 


In addition to the undergraduate majors and honours programs in 
Religion and in Judaic Studies, and joint majors and honours 
programs, the Department of Religion offers several graduate 
programs: a Diploma in Theological, Religious and Ethical 
Studies (together with the Philosophy and Theology Departments), 
an M.A. in the History and Philosophy of Religion, an M.A. in 
Judaic Studies, and a Ph.D. in Religion in which students focus 
either on Comparative Ethics or Judaism. 


KNOWLEDGE OF TWO MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS 


The Department believes that every Major or Honours student in 
Religion should possess, at time of graduation, a knowledge of 
at least two major religious traditions. For example, the 
student who is pursuing a Major in Judaic Studies should take at 
least one or two courses in a religious tradition other than 
Judaism. This basic principle reinforces the emphasis upon the 
centrality of the discipline of the History of Religions. A 
particular religious tradition can best be understood in the 
context of the general religious history of mankind. 


EMOTIONAL FUNCTION 


University education has an important social function 
independent of the relation of particular subjects to the job 
market. In the complex and changing culture of our society, it 
is often no longer possible or necessary to tie at least the 
first university degree to vocational training. The Department 
of Religion then, sees its prime function in this broader 
context of education. 


Vocationally, however, a Major or Honours in Religion could 
prepare the undergraduate for further education leading to 
teaching in religion at the high school, CEGEP or university 
level. A bachelors degree in Religion could also be of benefit 
for undergraduates who plan careers in social work, law, civil 
service and other fields for which a Humanities education is 
needed. 


THE BOYD SINYARD AWARD 


Each year the Boyd Sinyard award is given to the student in 
Religion with the highest grade-point average. The award is 
named after the first chairman of the Department of Religion at 
Sir George Williams University. 


THE JANIE COOPER MEMORIAL LECTURE IN JUDAIC STUDIES 

Each year a prominent scholar in Judaic Studies comes to 
Concordia to deliver a lecture. The lectureship was endowed in 
memory of a former Judaic Studies student at Concordia by her 
husband, Howard Cooper. 


FACULTY 


A list of the full-time faculty follows below. All degrees from 
universities and/or schools of advanced studies that represent 
the best academic centres for the study of religion in Canada, 
the United States, Great Britain and Europe. Several have 
published books that have made a contribution to_ their 
particular fields of study; all have published in learned 
journals and have given papers at learned societies. They have 
also won the reputation among their students for being good 
teachers, concerned about the quality of instruction at 
Concordia University, as well as for being a faculty that is 
"available" and is committed to the development of a more 
meaningful student life. 


FULL TIME FACULTY 
Chair 


Michael Oppenheim, Ph.D. 
(University of California) 


Professors 


Frederick Bird, Ph.D. (Graduate Theological Union) 
Charles Davis,S.T.L. (Gregorian, Rome) 

Michel Despland,Th.D. (Harvard) 

Jack Lightstone, Ph.D. (Brown) 

Sheila McDonough, Ph.D. (McGill) 

Krishna Sivaraman, Ph.D. (Banaras) 


Associate Professors 


Steven Collins, D. Phil. (Oxford) 
David Miller, Ph.D. (Harvard) 

Ira Robinson, Ph.D. (Harvard) 
John Rossner, Ph.D. (Heed) 


Lecturers Adjunct Associate Professors 
N. Joseph J.B. Lightman 
H. Joseph D. Rome 


M. Saunders 
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Religion 211/3 - A (6 credits) Tb. TH 13315-14330 
UNDERSTANDING RELIGION 
Instructor: Professor Michael Oppenheim 


In this introductory course in religion, we will endeavor to 
gain an understanding of religion by investigating what the 
religious life means to the people who live it. The general 
text UNDERSTANDING RELIGIOUS LIFE by Frederick Streng, will 
provide the framework for setting up our investigation of the 
central texts of the course, the personal documents of religious 
individuals, that is, autobiographies, diaries, journals, and 
letters. These documents will include short excerpts and full 
texts. In exploring dimensions of religious life revealed in 
these documents, theories and insights from various disciplines, 
especially psychology and sociology, will be utilized. 


Requirements: 

It is essential that students follow the outline of the readings 
for each class meeting. Class discussion will be primary method 
of investigation and progress in the course depends upon the 
active participation of all. 


FIRST TERM: Take-home midterm exam, eighth week 10% of grade 


Take-home exam, end of term 20% of grade 
SECOND TERM: Term paper, eighth week 30% of grade 
Take-home final exam, end of term 30% of grade 
BOTH TERMS: Class participation 10% of grade 


Required Texts: 


F. Streng, UNDERSTANDING RELIGIOUS LIFE, third edition 
Dorothy Day, THE LONG LONELIENSS 

Kim Chernin, IN MY MOTHER'S HOUSE 

Malcolm X, AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

Gandhi, AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

XEROXED SHORT SELECTIONS FROM OTHER AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL WORKS. 
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Religion 213/3 -A (6 credits) W.F.10:15-11:30 
MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS OF THE WORLD 
Instructor: Professor Sheila McDonough 


Once the basic theoretical structure of the course has been 
established, the focus of the lectures and readings for the 
first term will be upon Hinduism, Buddhism and Chinese 
Religions. The second term begins with an overview of Jewish, 
Christian and Islamic religious traditions. A survey of 
"lesser" religious traditions is, then, followed by a series of 
"special topics", such as "The Impact of Asian Religions upon 
North America". Throughout the course an attempt is made to 
relate religious traditions to "modernity", and guest lecturers 
will lead discussions on that theme. Considerable use will be 
made of movies and slides in order to provide a visual 
presentation of the religious traditions to be studied. 


Students who might wish to do a more in-depth study of Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam are referred to "Religion 222, 313, 319, 
327-330, 361-363". 


Requirements: Two In-Class Examinations; Two papers. 
Text: 


R. Ellwood, MANY PEOPLE, MANY FAITHS. 


Religion 213/3 - AA (6 credits) 
MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS OF THE WORLD W. 18:05-20:10 
Instructor: Professor David Miller 


Once the basic theoretical structure of the course has been 
established, the focus of the lectures and of the readings for 
the first term will be upon HINDU and CHINESE BUDDHIST 
religious traditions, after which (unfortunately) four class 
periods will be given to a brief consideration of Jewish, 
Christian and Islamic traditions. These presentations, however, 
will be given by specialists in the study of each tradition. 
One of the last class meetings will be a feminist critique of 
patriarchal religious traditions, bringing to the class a panel 
of feminist scholars. Considerable use will be made of movies, 
videos and slides in order to provide a visual presentation of 
the religious traditions to be studied. 


Students who might wish to do a more in-depth study of JUDAISM, 
CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM ARE REFERRED TO: 
Religion 222, 313, 319, 327-330, 361-363. 


Requirements: 


1. One In-Class Examination 
2. One Book Review 

3. One Take-home Examination 
4. One Short Paper 

Text: 


R. Ellwood, MANY PEOPLE, MANY FAITHS 
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Religion 222/3 - AA (6 credits) M. 20:25-22:30 
INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM 
Instructor: Professor Ira Robinson 


This course offers a year-long survey of the history of the 
Jewish people and of Judaism from earliest times until the 
present. It will focus on sociological and intellectual 
developments, examining both continuities and change in Jewish 
society, concepts, institutions and traditions through the ages. 


Requirements: To be announced. 


Required Text: R. Seltzer, JEWISH PEOPLE, JEWISH THOUGHT 


Religion 299/3 - AA (6 credits) T. 20:25-22:30 
HINDU RELIGIOUS HISTORY: AN INTRODUCTION 
Instructor: Professor Krishna Sivaraman 


This course will present an historical introduction to Hindu 
religious thought, beginning with the earliest texts of the 
Vedic period and ending with the writings of contemporary Hindu 
thinkers such as Sri Aurobindo Ghose and Arvepalli 
Radhakrishnan. The course will include a general understanding 
of th social and cultural history of India, its classical past 
as well as its contemporary history. 


Requirements: Two In-class exams, one each term; two research 
papers, one per term. 


Required Texts: Basham, THE WONDER THAT WAS INDIA 
Theodore DeBary, SOURCES OF INDIAN TRADITION 


Religion 301/2 - A (3 credits) T. Th. 10:15-11:30 
THE HEBREW BIBLE 
Instructor: Prof. M. McBrearty 


The Hebrew Bible is a document which reflects the concerns and 
world-view of particular groups among the Ancient Israelites. 
It also provides evidence of the ethos and practices of the 
Israelite society at large. This course will offer a general 
survey of the scriptures of Ancient Judaism. Through a socio- 
anthropological approach, we will examine the form and the 
content of the documents which constitute the Hebrew Bible 
within the historical, social and cultural contexts of Ancient 
Israel. 


Requirements: 
In addition to participating in class and completion of assigned 
readings, students will submit (take-home) mid-term and final 
examinations. 


Texts: The Oxford Annotated Bible, with Apocrypha (if no Bible 
already is owned). 
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Religion 301/4 - ZA (3 credits) Saidye Bronfman Centre 
THE HEBREW BIBLE W. 20:30-22:30 
Instructor: Professor Howard Joseph 


The Hebrew Bible represents a 'party' document: that is, it 
speaks for the policies and world-view of a particular group 
among the Ancient Israelites, offering its ideology in the face 
of competing Israelite conceptions and definitions. This course 
will introduce students to the Scriptures of Ancient Judaism; we 
locate its content and the literary processes which produced the 
biblical literature within the social and historical contexts 
of Ancient Israelite culture. Of interest too will be the role 
these documents themselves played in the various definitions and 
redefinitions of the Israelite world during this period. 


Requirements: In addition to participating in class and 
completion of assigned reading, students will submit (take-home ) 
mid-term and final examinations. 


Text: J. Kenneth Kuntz, THE PEOPLE OF ANCIENT ISRAEL (N.Y. 
Harper and Row, 1974) 


Religion 302/4 - A (3 credits) T. Th. 10:15-11:30 
THE NEW TESTAMENT 
Instructor: TBA 


This course will provide students with an introduction to the 
principal works of the New Testament. Students will be 
introduced to the historical setting and background of early 
Christianity. The course will analyze the major works of the 
New Testament from a historical perspective, roughly in relation 
to the order in which modern scholars judge that they were 
originally written. We will read the principal books of the New 
Testament in conjunction with: (1) a systematic and topically 
sequential reading of the textbook; and (2) in-class lectures, 
questions, and exegesis of selected sections of the New 
Testament books. 


Requirements: To be Announced 
Texts: Spivey & Smith, ANATOMY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 
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Religion 311/3 - AA (6 credits) Thurs. 20:25-22:30 
THE RELIGIONS OF INDIA, CEYLON AND 

SOUTHEAST ASIA 

Instructor: Professor Steven Collins 


This course will be an introductory survey of Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Jainism and Sikhism in India, and of Buddhism in 
Ceylon and Southeast Asia, as well as of the indigenous, 
‘popular' traditions of these areas. A detailed course outline 
will be given, which will specify precise reading requirements 
for each meeting. Students will be encouraged to raise 
questions and discuss issues during the meetings. We will view 
and discuss films and slides as well as written materials. 


Requirements: Class attendance (will count towards final 
grade); two in-class exams: one mid-term and one final, each 
term. 


Required Texts: 
T.J. Hopkins, THE HINDU RELIGIOUS TRADITION 


D. Eck, DARSHAN:SEEING THE DIVINE IMAGE IN INDIA 
R. Robinson and W. Johnson, THE BUDDHIST TRADITION 
Additional Readings will be made available in xerox form. 


Recommended Texts: 
J. Brockington, THE SACRED THREAD 
A.G. Mitchell, HINDU GODS AND GODDESSES 


Religion 313/3 - A (6 credits) W.F. 11:45-13:00 
ISLAM 
Instructor: Professor Sheila McDonough 

(with Mr. Ahmed, Lecturer) 


The teachings of the Qur’an and the life and example of the 


Prophet Muhammad will be studied in detail. The later 
developments of Islamic thought and practices in law, theology, 
philosophy and mysticism will be considered. Examples will be 


given to modern developments in Iran, Pakistan, Egypt and other 
Muslim countries. 


Requirements: Two short exams first term; one paper, 1 take home 
exam second term. 


Texts: Fazlur Rahman, Ethical Themes in the Qur’an 


F. Denny, Islam 
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Religion 318/2 - AA (3 credits) W. 20:25-22:30 
RELIGION AND ART IN INDIA, 

CHINA AND JAPAN 

Instructor: Professor David Miller 


An introduction to the religious art of India, China and Japan 
from earliest times to the present. The course will focus upon 
the relationship between the visual arts (architecture, 
sculpture and painting) and religious world views and 
mythological symbols that provide the basis for the artistic 
form. 


The emphasis of the course in 1990 will be upon Indian art and 
architecture (Hindu and Buddhist), principally that of the Hindu 
temple complexes that serve as pilgrimage centres in India. As 
such the art, architecture and the religious world views that 
underlie such art forms are understood as part of a living 
faith. A few Indian Muslim architectural monuments will be 
highlighted, some attention will be given to the development of 
Buddhist art in India and the transformation of Buddhist art 
into China and Japan. Considerable use will be made of 35 mn. 
slides that the instructor has taken upon three visits to India. 


Requirements: 
One take-home examination. One research paper on a topic chosen 
by the student in consultation with the instructor. 


Text: 


Roy C. Craven, INDIAN ART. 


Suggested Readings: 


Ananda Coomaraswamy, HISTORY OF INDIAN AND INDONESIAN ART 
Sherman Lee, A HISTORY OF FAR EASTERN ART 
Heinrich Zimmer, THE ART OF INDIAN ASIA, Vols. I & II. 


Religion 326/2 - A (3 credits) M.W. 13:15-14:30 
CLASSICAL JUDAISM 
Instructor: To be Announced 


The concepts, institutions and literature of classical rabbinic 
Judaism (circa 70-700 C.E.) viewed against rabbinism's biblical 
and pharisaic background and in the context of the world of Late 


Antiquity. The course examines the development of rabbinic 
systems of thought and law as preserved primarily in the Mishnah 
and the Talmud. Consideration is given as well to popular 


rabbinic beliefs and practices and to early rabbinic mysticism. 


Requirements and Text: To be Announced 
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Religion 328/2 - ZA (3 credits) W. 18:30-20:30 
MODERN JEWISH THOUGHT & SBC 
INSTITUTIONS I 

Instructor: Professor Howard Joseph 


This course will explore the beginnings of the confrontation of 
the Jewish people with the modern world. What was gained, and 
what was lost when the Jews abandoned communal autonomy and 
sought to become citizens of the modern state? What options did 
Jews have at this juncture and how was Judaism altered in the 
process? How did European society react to the new Jewish 
presence? These questions and more will be discussed in an 
attempt to understand the social and intellectual events which 
shaped Modern Jewish History. 


Requirements: Mid-term exam and a take-home final exam. 


Required Texts: 
Mendes-Flohr & Reinharz, THE JEW IN THE MODERN WORLD (Oxford 


University Press, 1980) 
Howard M. Sachar, THE COURSE OF MODERN JEWISH HISTORY (Delta, 
1973) 


Recommended Texts: 

Michael Meyer, ORIGINS OF THE MODERN JEW (Detroit, Wayne State 
University Press, 1967) 

Jacob Katz, TRADITION AND CRISIS (New York, Schocken, 1971) 
Jacob Katz, OUT OF THE GHETTO (Cambridge, Mass. Harvard 
University Press, 1973) 

C.G. Goldscheider and A. Zuckerman, THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE 
JEWS (Chicago 1984) 


Religion 330/4 - ZA (3 credits) W. 18:30-20:30 
MODERN JEWISH THOUGHT AND SBC 
INSTITUTIONS II 

Instructor: Professor Howard Joseph 


A survey of social and intellectual currents in Jewish society 
from 1880 until the present. Topics include the impact of anti- 
Semitism, particularism and universalism, nationalism and its 
critics, Jewish existentialism, reaction to the holocaust and 
the relationship between Israel and the diaspora. 


Requirements: Mid-term Exam and a take-home final exam. 


Required Texts: 
Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, THE JEW IN THE MODERN WORLD, (Oxford 


University Press, 1980) 
Howard M. Sachar, THE COURSE OF MODERN JEWISH HISTORY (Delta, 
1973) 
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Religion 331/2 - AA (3 credits) T. 20:25-22:30 
CONTEMPORARY ETHICAL ISSUES: Personal 

Special Topic - Sexual Ethics 

Instructor: Professor Martha Saunders 


PREREQUISITE: Second Year Standing 


Where do our ideas and attitudes about sexuality come from? 

How are values and norms regarding sexual behavior formed? 
Whose interests are served by the sexual prescriptions of our 
society? Why does social control of sexual behavior seem to be 
so important? How do we form moral judgments about sexual 
behaviors? The connection between sexuality and love is taken 
for granted; what about the connection between sexuality and 
justice? 


These are some of the questions that we will consider during 
this course. After an introductory discussion of the meaning of 
ethics and of morality, and the place of sexuality in ethics, we 
will attempt to rethink principles and assumptions about 
sexuality that underlie the social organization of sexual 
relations, including assumptions about the family, gender roles, 
"nature", identity and orientation, deviance and "normalcy". 
The intersection of forms of oppression based on gender, race 
and class with the eroticization of power, domination and 
violence will be analyzed. Out of this discussion perhaps we 
can begin to formulate for ourselves a moral vision of a truly 
liberated sexuality. 


NOTE: This course is substantially the same as RELI 398x 
"Sexuality and Ethics". Students who have taken RELI 398X for 
credit may not take this course. 
This is an advanced level course. 


Texts: 

Marianna Valverde, SEX, POWER AND PLEASURE 

Jeffrey Weeks, SEXUALITY AND ITS DISCONTENTS 

Robert Francoeur, ed. TAKING SIDES: CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES IN 
HUMAN SEXUALITY 


Religion 332/4 - AA (3 credits) Ds 203 20-203.30 
CONTEMPORARY ETHICAL ISSUES: SOCIETAL 

Special Topic: Ethics and Environmental Issues 

PREREQUISITE: Second year standing in the university 


The destruction of the environment has become a major national 
and international concern, but the ethical issues in the 
environmental crisis are not given as much attention as the 
political and economic issues. This course will begin by 
examining several different religious worldviews and the 
attitudes toward the environment implied or articulated in each, 
with a focus on Judaism, historical Christianity, and native 
traditions. We will consider the ethical aspects of the 
relationship between world poverty, development and _ the 
environmental crisis, in particular the issue of moral 
responsibility in the developed countries. Finally, we will 
look at some ethical visions of the future of the earth and the 
human species, for example, those suggested by some contemporary 
science fiction writers. 
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Religion 333/2 - AA (3 credits) M.18:05-20:10 
WOMEN AND RELIGION I 
Instructor: Professor Norma Joseph 


This course will focus on the complex and varied world of women 
in religion. In analyzing the role and image of women in 
religious systems, we will concentrate on tribal and 
non/industrialized societies both ancient and modern. Topics 
such as women's ritual experiences, the matriarchy debate and 
goddess religion will be covered. Students will be encouraged 
to participate in discussion based on assigned readings. Please 
note that we will NOT discuss Christianity and Judaism. 


Requirements: Review Essay; take-home final. 


Texts: Nancy Falk and Rita M. Gross (eds.) UNSPOKEN WORLDS: 
WOMENS RELIGIOUS LIVES IN NON-WESTERN CULTURES 
Carol Christ and Judith Plaskow (eds.)., WEAVING THE 
VISION: NEW PATTERNS OF FEMINIST SPIRITUALITY 


Rising: A Feminist Reader in Religion 


Religion 334/4 - AA (3 credits) M. 18:05-20:10 
WOMEN AND RELIGION II 
Instructor: Professor Martha Saunders 


In this course we will focus on contemporary Christian and 
Jewish women's religious experiences and religious lives. We 
will ask how contemporary women are responding to, using and 
changing religious symbols and expression for their own 
spiritual and personal development, as well as to bring about 
change in religious and social institutions. There will be a 
examination of the ways in which religion intersects with 
gender, race and class to create the diversity of women's 
religious experience. Readings will include works by Canadian 
and American Christian and Jewish feminists, as well as writings 
of Latin American women. 


Requirements: Class attendance and participation, required 
readings, two essay assignments. 


Readings: To be announced. 


Religion 351/2 - AA (3 credits) . 20325-22230 
JUDAISM IN THE HELLENISTIC AGE 
Instructor: TBA 


An examination of the cultural interaction between Judaism and 
Hellenism from the third century B.C.E. to the fifth century 


C.E. Particular attention is given to modes of cultural fusion 
and syncretism evident between Jews and various Hellenistic 
groups both in the Land of Israel and the Diaspora. Topics 


include Philo of Alexandria; Josephus; Hellenistic Jewish 
Gnosticism; Jewish magicians; cults of the dead; Judaic art and 


and artifacts. 


Requirements and Readings: To be announced. 
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Religion 353/4 - AA (3 credits) T. 18:30-20:30 
JEWS AND CHRISTIANS: THE 

HISTORICAL ENCOUNTER 

Instructor: To be Announced 


An historical survey of the relationship between Judaism and 
Christianity. The circumstances of the birth of Christianity 
and its separation from Judaism are discussed as well as the 
development of inter-religious disputation and dialogue. 
Special emphasis is given contemporary manifestations of the 
Judaeo-Christian encounter. 


Requirements and texts to be announced. 


Religion 356/4 - AA (3 credits) M.W. 13:15-14:30 
JEWISH COMMUNITIES IN NORTH AMERICA: 

THEIR HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT AND RELIGION 

Instructor: TBA 


This course examines the historical development of the Jewish 
community of North America and analyzes the dynamics of Judaism 
on this continent. Questions raised in this course include: Is 
there an "American" Judaism? In what respect is the North 
American Jewish experience a continuation of past Jewish 
experience and in what way is it a new phenomenon in Jewish 
history? 


Requirements and Texts to be announced. 


Religion 357/2 - ZA (3 credits) T. 18:30-20:30 
HOLOCAUST: HISTORICAL CIRCUMSTANCES 

Saidye Bronfman Centre 

Instructor: Prof. A. Eliashiv 


This course will examine the historical circumstances that made 
possible the systematic destruction of European Jewry in the 
years 1939-1945 as well as the process of the destruction and 
the Jewish and world responses to the destruction. The course 
will deal with moral issues relating to events during this 
period. 


Requirements and Text: To be Announced 


Religion 358/4 - A (3 credits) T.Th.14:45-16:00 
HOLOCAUST: THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONS 
Instructor: Marc Lalonde, Lecturer 


This course investigates the various challenges of the Holocaust 
for Jewish and Christian theology. Our concern is to determine 
why the Holocaust denotes a crisis situation for theology; how 
the theologians attempt to resolve this crisis; and to gauge the 
ramifications of these theological responses for Jewish and 
Christian self-understanding. 
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Religion 362/3 - AA (6 credits) Th. 18:05-20:10 
QUESTIONS FROM THE CHRISTIAN TRADITION 

Special Topic: Christianity & Culture 

Instructor: Prof. Daniel Cere 


The first part of this course surveys the history of the 
Christian tradition from the Apostolic to the Reformation era. 
It offers an exploration of the impact of Christianity upon 
Western culture. It studies the evolution of the major debates 
of the tradition concerning the nature of Christ, the church, 
and the human person, etc. 

The second part of the course examines the patterns of conflict 
and response between Christianity and modern culture. To 
explores a number of critical issues facing the Christian 
tradition such as the nature of the church, doctrine, freedom, 
the role of women, and the relationship between Christianity and 
politics. 


Class Format: Lectures, audio-visual presentations. 


Recommended Texts: Jaroslav Pelikan, JESUS THROUGH THE 
CENTURIES (1985) 
A.R. Vidler, THE CHURCH IN AN AGE OF 
REVOLUTION (1974) 


Religion 371/4 - AA (3 credits) T. 18:05-20:10 
RELIGION AND HEALING 
Instructor: Professor John Rossner 


An examination of the interaction between religious conceptions 
and practices on the one hand and healing arts on the other. 
The course considers such phenomena as: shamanism; healing and 
Christian shrines; native healing rites, folk medicine of the 
third world, modern spiritual healing groups; the contemporary 
dialogue between established forms of medicine, psychiatry and 
religion in the 20th century. 


Requirements: 
Regular class attendance and participation, suggested readings, 


one term research project and one final exam. 


Texts: 

Walter Addison, Jayne, M.D., HEALING GODS OF ANCIENT 
CIVILIZATIONS 

George W. Meek, HEALERS AND THE HEALING PROCESS 

Stanley R. Dean, M.D., PSYCHIATRY AND MYSTICISM 

Harry Edwards, THE HEALING INTELLIGENCE 

Nicholas Regush, PSI HEALING 

Ambrose and Olga Worrall, THE MIRACLE HEALERS 

Norman Shealey, M.D., OCCULT MEDICINE CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE 
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Religion 372/2 - A (3 credits) M.W. 13:15-14:30 
HUMAN BODY IN RELIGIOUS FAITH AND PRACTICE 
Instructor: Professor Charles Davis 


A study of attitudes to the body in the religious history of the 
West with an examination of the function of sexual renunciation 
in religious practice. 


Requirements: To be announced 


Texts: 

Frank Bottomley, ATTITUDES TO THE BODY IN WESTERN CHRISTENDOM 
Peter Brown, THE BODY AND SOCIETY: MEN, WOMEN AND SEXUAL 
RENUNCIATION IN EARLY CHRISTIANITY 

Morris Berman, COMING TO OUR SENSES: BODY AND SPIRIT IN THE 
HIDDEN HISTORY OF THE WEST 

Charles Davis, BODY AS SPIRIT 


Religion 379/2 - AA (3 credits) Tues. 18:05-20:10 
RELIGION AND CONTEMPORARY PSYCHICAL EXPERIENCE 
Instructor: Professor John Rossner 


An examination of the contemporary varieties of psychic 
experience being claimed by persons in the modern world and 
reported in popular literature, sociological surveys and medical 
or psychological literature. There will be experiential as well 
as theoretical sessions and some optional field work. This 
material will be critically evaluated in the light of the 
theories of C.G. Jung, William James and others. 


Requirements: Regular class attendance and participation, 
suggested readings, one term research paper and two (2) 
examinations. 


Texts: Hal N. Banks, PSYCHIC STUDIES 
John Rossner, THE QUEST FOR THE PRIMORDIAL TRADITION 


Recommended Reading: 

The following selected bibliography represents recommended 
reading, but not required texts: 

J. Pearce-Higgins & S. Whitby, Life, Death and _ Psychical 
Research 

William James, Collected Writings on Psychical Research 

Marie Louise von Franz, Projection & Re-Collection in Jungian 
Psychology 

G.N. Tyrrel, Apparitions 

Raynor Johnson, The Imprisoned Splendour 

H. Carrington, Higher Psychic Development 

Susan Blackmore, Beyond the Body 

Andrew Mackenzie, Through the Time Barrier 

Danah Zohar, Hauntings and Apparitions 

Alan Gould, Mediumship and Survival 

George W. Meek, After We Die, What Then? 

Barbara Ivanova, The Golden Chalice 

c.G. Jung, Seven Sermons from the Dead 
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Religion 397/2 - ZA (3 credits) W.20:30-22:30 
SPECIAL TOPICS IN MODERN JUDAISM: SBC 
Introduction to Contemporary Jewish Religion 


A study of issues in Jewish theological writing as developed in 
Medieval and continuing through Modern times. An attempt will 
be made to explore the variety of views on each issue as 
developed by philosophical and mystic theologians. 


Requirements: To be announced 


Text: Louis Jacobs, A JEWISH THEOLOGY 


Religion 3980/4 - AA (3 credits) Th. 18:05-20:10 
CLASSICAL INDIAN PHILOSOPHY 
Instructor: Professor Krishna Sivaraman 


A study of the conceptual and thematic issues of the ‘orthodox' 
schools of Hindu philosophy in interaction with Jain and 
Buddhist systems of thought. The focus of the course will be on 
Sankara's Vedanta in the general setting of Indian philosophy. 


Requirements and Texts to be announced. 


Religion 398M/2 - AA (3 credits) W. 20:25-22:30 
SPECIAL TOPIC: WOMEN AND JUDAISM - THE THEORY 

AND PRACTICE OF RELIGION 

Instructor: Professor Norma Joseph 


This course will focus on women's place in Judaism. We will 
familiarize ourselves with the various legal codes and rulings 
as they effect women's religious lives and participation in the 
community. The differences between law, custom and practice 
will be examined as we build an awareness of the problems 
confronting women's place in the contemporary Jewish community. 
Student's active participation will be encouraged. 


Requirements: Two take-home exams. 


Texts: R. Biale, WOMEN AND JEWISH LAW 
E. Koltun, ed. THE JEWISH WOMAN 
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Religion 493/4 - A (3 credits) T. 16:05-17:55 
JEWISH LAW AND ETHICS: CONTEMPORARY ISSUES 

AND THEORIES 

Instructor: Professor Norma Joseph 

PREREQUISITE: Second Year standing and previous Judaic Studies 
courses or permission of the instructor. 


What is the relationship between ethics and Jewish law? To what 
degree do ethical concerns permeate or effect Jewish legal 
processes? What are the basic principles enunciated and how is 
the argument formulated? In what ways are the Jewish theories 
and issues tied to non Jewish developments? 


This seminar will try to ask such questions of specific issues 
in Jewish law and of contemporary theories of Jewish ethics. 
The issues span a variety of categories such as: love and 
Marriage, human sexuality and reproduction, environmental 
responsibility, and health and medicine. Each student will 
choose one issue to analyze from the perspective of norms, forms 
of reasoning, notions of accountability, and sources of 
authority. 


Requirements: One major research presentation and class 
presentation. 


Texts: To be announced. 


